The Mission Field of Southern France

I.   Historical: Events Contributing to Religious Dynamics and Prejudices
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Hundred Years War 
France battled England to retain control of its lands during the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453) and coupled with the bubonic plague came close to being divvied between the King of England and the Duke of Burgundy but for the awaking rally of Joan of Arc in 1429. 
Avignon Papacy ~ Great Schism of 1378
From 1305 to 1378, the Roman Catholic Pope was French and resided in Avignon, France until Pope Gregory XI moved the papal residence back to Rome.  The following election resulted in the second “Great Schism” of the church, the first schism being the church split between Western Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy in 1054.  In 1378, leaders elected Italian Pope Urban VI who proved within five months to be intolerable so leadership split to elect rival French Pope Clement VII, dividing the papacy between Rome and Avignon as well as Europe between contending allegiances, causing serious turmoil until the Council of Constance in 1414.
The Reformation Movement ~ Huguenots ~ Wars of Religion
As for the reformation movement in France, pro-reform started with the Gallican Catholics, such as Jacques Lefevre, who translated and published the Bible in French in 1530.  The “Huguenots” shared the reformation beliefs of the Lutheran movement and that of John Calvin, a home-born Frenchman from Noyon who led a church in Strasbourg, France attended by Huguenots.  Unfortunately, Huguenots often voiced their Protestant faith through destructive opposition to the Catholic establishment by attacking altars, icons and church buildings. 
They were initially protected from persecution at the outset (1515) by Francis I. However, after the “Affair of the Placards” of 1534, an incident involving anti-Catholic posters distributed in Paris titled “True articles on the horrible, great and insufferable abuses of the papal mass,” the king no longer restrained Parliamentary measures designed for their extermination. Numerous Protestant leaders were forced to flee, including Calvin who joined William Farel in Geneva.  Regardless, the movement grew rapidly among nobles and city-dwellers with nearly two million by 1562 in south and central France, a concern for the sixteen million French Catholics.   
Though both the Edict of Orléans (1561) and Saint-Germain (1562) declared an end to growing persecution against the Huguenots, the strain between Protestant and Catholic erupted in civil wars which took on political dimensions between Houses of Bourbon (allied to the Huguenots) and Guise, both with stakes for the French throne.  March 1562 saw a massacre at Vassy where nearly 1,000 Huguenots were killed launching the Wars of Religion that would last until 1598.  
The most horrific account occurred in 1572, the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre, when Catholics massacred Protestants in Paris and towns yielding 70,000 deaths followed by amnesty granted to the murderers.  In 1598, Catholic King of France, Henry IV, issued the Edict of Nantes granting Protestants equality, religious and political freedom while simultaneously protecting Catholic-controlled regions.   But then in 1685, Louis XIV revoked the Edict and declared Protestantism illegal with the Edict of Fontainbleu resulting in a mass exodus estimating between 200,000 and 500,000.  Barred from settling in French settlements, many found homes in North American British colonies, among them a silversmith whose son was Paul Revere.  Historical genealogy has proven numerous American Presidents, such as Alexander Hamilton, to originate from these exiled Huguenots.
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2001/134/59.0.html
French Revolution ~ Enlightenment

Some historians claim the Protestant exodus was a “brain-drain” from France and a contributing factor to the French Revolution of 1789.  Of course, 18th century French-born Enlightenment contributed through philosophers such as Voltaire and Rousseau, who redefined man’s place and attacked the existing institutions of both Church and State. Under the Revolutionary motto “Freedom, Equality, Fraternity,” the new Republic and its reforms impacted the rest of Europe as well as reinstated Protestants as full-fledged citizens by ushering in a cry for democracy.
Though the French Revolution of 1789 ended the absolute monarchy, it failed to provide France with a stable political environment that continues to be volatile today.  Since 1789, France has seen two empires (Napoleon Bonaparte I and III), three brands of royal power, the Vichy government during WWII with German occupation and five republics.
Current Political System ~ The Fifth Republic
Since 1945, French politics have wavered between socialist, capitalist, and communist influences and are now in their Fifth Republic begun by Charles de Gaulle.  It is a semi-presidential system, where the President of France has a strong influence, but a majority vote from the French National Assembly ultimately is the deciding factor. The executive branch is uniquely headed by two officials: the President and the Prime Minister.  France is currently led by elected President, Jacques Chirac of the right-wing coalition RPR party (Rassemblement pour la République) and a new Prime Minister, Dominique de Villepin appointed May 31, 2005 after French voters rejected the European Constitution for the European Union, a ratification of the 2004 treaty. 
French Islamic Colonies fight for independence

In 1946, Indochina revolted forcing France to withdraw by 1954, just in time to face the Algerian revolt, which led to war and the commitment of 500,000 French soldiers.  In 1956, Morocco and Tunisia were granted their independence.  Then in 1962, Alergia gained its freedom through negotiations.  All former colony citizens were allowed to retain French citizenship and as a result France has seen significant Muslim immigration, especially from Algeria.
II. Concern for Declining Morality and Tolerance
There are numerous political concerns for cautious observation such as that of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s National Front party which looks to blame immigration for consistent 10% high unemployment and escalating crime.  The anti-immigration, isolationist stance aimed particularly at Muslim Algerians could easily exacerbate the already increasing racism and xenophobia. 
The political agendas attempt to manage the dynamics of a secular nation in the blitz of escalating depravity, seeking solutions through human wisdom isolated from the will and relevance of God.  The resulting legislation discloses an epidemic of fear such that without an understanding of God’s sovereignty and character will only fester patterns of isolationism, a decreasing value for life, prejudice and persecution.  In a country, like most of Europe, that has seen little more than childish temper-tantrums by church leaders vying more for power than souls, compassion is required of all evangelicals in order to represent the love of God to citizens long ago dragged down into a pit of cynical conclusions. The religious institutions have historically failed to represent Jesus’ message of salvation and of love and service toward all neighbors, and definitely not the message that it is the “meek that will inherit.” 
The following summary, using mostly reliable quotes and references, highlights current events that deserve cautious observation:
1. Banning of Religious Symbols

In September 2004, France’s "secularity law" passed by President Chirac went into effect forbidding state school students from wearing symbols or clothing that "conspicuously" display religious identity such as Muslim hijab (headscarf), Jewish yarmulke (cap), Sikh turbans and Christian crosses are banned.
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/3619988.stm
· http://www.expatica.com/source/site_article.asp?channel_id=4&story_id=11322
· www.timeeurope.com  October 25, 2004

2. Legislature prohibiting religious freedoms 

In 2001, France passed a controversial Anti-Cult Law resulting in what many fear is “a trend to restrict and oversee religious movements.”  Though France’s Constitution states “France shall respect all beliefs,” “evangelical churches like one CBN News visited in the town of Mulhouse, are under suspicion. Such scenes of absolute devotion to God are increasingly viewed as fanatical, irrational. Some even call this church, the largest charismatic church in the country, a cult.”  Pastor Samuel Peterschmitt's confirms, "Now in France, it is very difficult to preach the Gospel." 
Police have increased scrutiny of minority groups including Baptists, evangelicals, and Protestants, along with Mormons, Jehovah's Witnesses and the Church of Scientology.  “Anyone found guilty of causing "a state of psychological or physical subjection resulting from serious and repeated pressures or techniques designed to alter judgment" faces five years imprisonment. Courts can dissolve religious groups and impose heavy fines.”  Catherine Picard, a member of the French National Assembly states, ‘The goal is to punish illegal religious practices that harm the dignity of individuals.” 

The following document by George Thomas with "CBN News" reported on July 25, 2003 is most alarming.  Significant points are underlined that emphasis a few primary points such as (a) the definition of a group or sect is left open for ambiguous application; (b) evangelical churches are among the targeted; (c) the law fails to uphold democracy it says it protects by denying appeals; (d) it further reveals an immoral, atheistic society permeating Europe; (e) fear is intensifying animosity toward Americans and therefore American missionaries.
George Thomas with "CBN News" reported on July 25, 2003

[In 1997] a commission formed to investigate the cult movement in France presented the French parliament with a list of a 172 groups considered dangerous. Among those implicated were Catholic charismatics and evangelicals. "From that day on we were branded a sect, a cult in France," said Pastor Vince Easterman, whose evangelical church in Paris was among those blacklisted. "After that list appeared, there was never an opportunity to defend ourselves; there was never an opportunity for an appeal."


Easterman was forced to change the name of his church from Christian Life to Union of Protestant Assemblies. Since then, other churches have even considered removing the word "evangelical" from their names for fear of negative media attention. "There is no doubt that in the last 10 years, France has become increasingly hostile to the Gospel, and we have had to adapt ourselves to a changing society, a society that has little respect for the Bible and Christian moral values," Easterman said.


Targeting the youth is also illegal. “If we want to have children's church, Sunday school, that can be seen as influencing minors," he explained. "If we do work for old people, it’s preying on vulnerable. If we want to have a time of prayer and fasting, it’s seen as deprivation of food and sleep."  International human rights groups have condemned the law as anti-democratic and anti-religious. And the problem could spread. "If something is not done in France, you are going to see this law move across Europe, I believe, and you'll see a Europe that is united in its hostility to religion," Thorton said.

Meanwhile, French and European lawmakers are fueled by growing public resentment against a perceived intrusion by American religious groups. "One person even suggested that it was America's new way of invading Europe and exercising an imperial influence in Europe through the cults and evangelical churches," said Easterman. "Europe is very concerned about protecting its democracies," Picard said. "We are fully aware that behind all these prominent religious movements, 90 percent of which comes from the United States, there are hidden agendas that are against the democracies."
· http://www.cesnur.org/2003/fr_faith.htm 
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/1361069.stm 

· http://www.cultinformation.org.uk/home.html
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/special_report/1999/02/99/e-cyclopedia/392396.stm
· http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/802070.stm
· www.mcjonline.com/news/credits.htm (2000, Baptist Press (Post date: June 30, 2000) (ed. RR))

3. Abortion

Currently, France has the highest abortion rate by women under 18 in the European Union.  220,000 abortions are performed every year in France (14.3 of every 1, 000 women in 2002), 6700 on adolescents under age 18.  In 1988, RU-486 (the abortion pill) is legally approved in France, the country of its origin.  “The French company, Groupe Roussel-Uclaf, serving as the manufacturer, was a subsidiary of a German pharmaceutical company-Hoecht that, during World War II, assisted Hitler in his exterminating mission by manufacturing a cyanide gas.”  In 2000, a new law permits nurses in junior and secondary schools to dispense RU-486 to students as young as 12 without requiring parental consent.  The 2001 the Aubry Amendment (a) Extends term in which an abortion can be performed from 10 to 12 weeks; (b) Girls under age of 18 can undergo an abortion without parental consent; and (c) Doctors can administer RU486 outside the clinic or medical premise. 
· www.FrenchCulture.About.com (10/10/00)

·  http://www.worldhistory.com/ru486.htm
· http://www.expatica.com/source/site_article.asp?subchannel_id=25&story_id=14288&name=The+'obstacle+race'+for+abortion+in+France

4. Anti-Semitism

France is home to 650,000 Jews, the largest population outside of Israel and the U.S.  However, according to a report released February 2005 by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, “Anti-Semitism has increased alarmingly in France, notably in the school environment” driving Jewish classmates to seek refuge in isolated schools.  Between neo-Nazi increased activity and that perpetrated by immigrant Muslims, the pace of attacks, now escalating to record levels, are forcing an exodus of Jews to migrate to Israel at a rate nearly tripled from 1999 to 2004.  France’s National Consultative Commission of Human Rights (N.C.C.H.R.) reported 766 anti-Semitic attacks in just six months.  The escalating violence is partly explained by the increased population of urban ghettos, filled with Muslim immigrants also facing discrimination.  Poverty mixed with Islamic extremism is often channeled into anti-Semitism.
· 16.02.2005 | By Meghan Sapp (Ambassador Briefing)
· By JAMES GRAFF, ed.RR - PARIS/TIME Europe Sunday, Aug. 29, 2004, Published Sept. 6, 2004

· Jul. 26, 2004 TIME Europe http://www.time.com/time/europe/magazine/article/0,13005,901040726-664981,00.html
5. Rising Islamic Population and Anti-Muslimism
Of the estimated 12 million Muslims in Europe, as of 2004, more than 5 million reside in France and to such an extent that Islam is now France’s second religion.  New mosques are popping up in Strasbourg (a town in which John Calvin was pastor), Paris and Marseilles adding to the over 1,500 mosques presenting a growing fear expressed by Muslim scholars that these mosques, some financially supported by hard-line Muslim countries, could fall into extremism.   Add to that the serious lack of cultural integration as seen in certain parts of Paris, such as one reporter observes, “cars are blocked as the narrow streets fill with prayer rugs” where “no French heard spoken, no Western dress seen.” The result is the creation of parallel societies with “us and them” mentalities generating anti-anything attitudes on both sides of the ethnic fence.  A US News & World Report for January 2005 adds the following observation regarding reaction toward Muslims referred to as “Islamophobia.”
Europe has made the mistake of long ignoring parallel societies growing in the poor, immigrant neighborhoods. "When you're not integrated, don't speak the language, don't have a job, are living in half ruins--we must not overlook that there is a breeding ground for real violence," says von der Fuhr. A recent survey of third-generation Germans of Turkish origin found that they are far more, not less, dedicated to religion than their grandparents were. In France, the decision to ban headscarves in the public schools also had the effect of galvanizing the Muslim community politically. "Muslims who were not believers but define themselves culturally as Muslim mobilize under the banner of 'I'm a Muslim.'" 

A recent survey by the Islamic Human Rights Commission in London, confirms the reality of Islamophobia, in that 80% of Muslims polled reported feeling harassed and discriminated against, up from 35 percent in 1999.” Arzu Merali, the commission's director of research believes this is the result of “the unsolved problems of immigration and integration."
The phobia is only exacerbated by Turkey's consistent application to the EU.  The fear is supported by the reality that nearly 1/3 of Europe will be age 65 or older by 2050, yet Turkey will be a youthful 100 million strong.  “If Turkey joins the EU, Muslims could account for 1 in 5 Europeans by 2050--the question becomes whether Islam is compatible with the Continent's secular democracies.”
Of course Europe’s secularization and moral decline is a serious problem, especially when contrasted to the moral legalism imposed by Islam.  The clash of these two cultures is coming head-to-head all while “European-born Muslims are filling the mosques as attendance falls at Christian Churches” and governments, such as France, attempt to homogenize religious differences by simply removing its outward public expressions.
· What is Islamophobia?  Thu Jan 6, 2005, US News & World Report   By Anna Mulrine, ed. RR 

· Ruth Robinson, September 15, 2004 - Village-Neuf, France
· Jul. 26, 2004 TIME Europe http://www.time.com/time/europe/magazine/article/0,13005,901040726-664981,00.html
· London, December 8, 2003  http://www.CAFEBABEL.com/en/article.asp?T=A&Id=592

· http://www.insee.fr/fr/ffc/liste_theme.asp?theme_id=2
· “World Pulse,” April 11, 2003, vol. 38, no. 6, p. 2, Global News

· Le Quesne, Nicholas.  "Islam:  France's Second Religion", TIME, 12 June 2000, p.66, ed.RR.
III. Taking Light into the Darkness
I have traveled to Europe twice, including France, and so my reflection of Europe has always been that of a coveted vacation paradise decorated with romanticism, castles, insightful theologians, heroic missionaries, gorgeous gardens and the inspirations found in its renaissance and classical music.  However, my recent research endeavors unveiled the illusion, and my heart aches for those Europeans that find themselves trapped in such a dark place, void of interest in God, yet so accustomed to their darkness that they know not even of their dire predicament.  
France in particular, I have been told, is one of the hardest mission fields to reach with the gospel outside of the Middle East.  The reasons are numerous, and not limited to simply a growing Muslim population.  It is the indigenous French that provide quite an obstacle and one that can only be approached with confidence and dependence on the Holy Spirit.  Though the attitude to which I will refer is an institution throughout Europe, France is of particular interest because it is a mission field in which I might soon find myself long-term and it tends to migrate toward the extreme side of the “Who’s God?” scale when rating values in contrast to the rest of Europe.
In an effort to be concise, I will address some of the hindrances that American missionaries might face in bullet points:
· Anti-American mood:  The U.S. is perceived as an invasive “hyper power.” For example, the International Herald Tribune ran an article in September 2000 titled, “Europe Fears Domination by AOL-Time Warner: Internet Firm's Takeover of Time-Warner Makes Europe Even Warier of American Cultural Domination."  As mentioned earlier under the insert  titled,  “George Thomas with "CBN News" reported on July 25, 2003” provided by CESNUR (Center for Studies on New Religions), Europeans share a growing resentment toward American religious groups with accusations that evangelism is just America’s “new way of invading Europe and exercising an imperial influence.”
· Damage by cults: The anti-cult movement in France intensified in 1995 following the mass suicide-murders of members of the Order of the Solar Temple for which 16 charred bodies, including those of 4 children, were discovered in the French Alps, shot in the head, and laid out in star formation (http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/1281520.stm). Afterward, a commission formed to investigate the cult movement in France presented parliament with a list of 172 groups considered dangerous, including evangelicals and groups such as YWAM (Youth with a Mission). It is as though centuries of frustration with religious institutions’ failures and politically motivated, justified wars have created within France an intolerance that groups all faiths into one big septic tank. The headlines are filled with reports that fail to distinguish a cult from “Christianity” and hints of American culpability.  Here are but a few examples taken from BBC News headlines:
· Israeli police have detained 21 Christians suspected of planning to commit violent acts to mark the end of the millennium. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/485284.stm
· One of the Ugandan cult leaders accused of massacring hundreds of followers may have picked up some of his ideas in America, according to friends. Police have so far unearthed 155 bodies from the house and garden of Dominic Kataribabo, a defrocked Roman Catholic priest and key figure in the Restoration of the Ten Commandments of God. Mr Kataribabo joined the cult not long after returning from the United States where he obtained a PhD at a Jesuit college in Los Angeles. Around 500 sect members burned to death in an inferno at their church in Kanungu.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/694519.stm
· The Order of the Solar Temple came to prominence when police found the charred bodies of 48 members in a farmhouse and three chalets in Switzerland, and several more in Canada. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/682357.stm  The following December 16th more charred bodies, including those of four children, were found, this time in a forest in the French Alps. All had been shot in the head, and laid out in star formation in a forest clearing. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/1281520.stm
· The charred remains of more than 330 bodies, including 78 children, have been counted by police after a mass suicide in a church in Uganda on Friday... Members of the Movement for the Restoration of the Ten Commandments.   Evidence of the cult's Roman Catholic roots lay scattered around the compound. Three statues of Jesus stood in the abandoned offices, while a large crucifix had been laid carefully on green cloth draped across a chair. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/684418.stm
· A court in Marseilles found five members of the Church of Scientology guilty on fraud charges. http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/521345.stm
Of course common missiological terminology does not help the situation.  Though helpful for mobilization, it does little to express words of compassion for the people to whom the gospel is taken.  Words like target, conquer, army, crusade, mobilize, beachhead, enemy, and battle should be replaced with more pleasant expressions such as blessing, healing, inviting, and becoming reconcilers, peacemakers and ambassadors.  (Corwin, Gary, ed.  "Sticks and Stones Revisited", EMQ - Evangelical Missions Quarterly, October 2000, pp.506-510, ed.RR)
· Deeply rooted secular humanism / “modernity”: A Washington Post article (http://www.townhall.com/columnists/georgewill/gw20050417.shtml) defined “modernity” as follows: 
The Church preaches that freedom is life lived in conformity to God's will as manifested in revelation and interpreted by the Church. Modernity teaches that freedom is the sovereignty of the individual's will -- personal volition that is spontaneous, unconditioned, inviolable and self-legitimizing.
The same article considers the impact of “secular humanism” as a contributing factor to Europe’s decline in birthrates, what it terms as “demographic suicide”, which is “creating a vacuum into which Islamic immigrants are flowing”.  The article concludes that self-indulgence is revealing itself through Europe’s unwillingness to “create the human future in the most elemental sense, by creating a next generation”.  Though France has actually seen an increase in births, humanism is witnessed most prevalently in the marginalization of religion and the resulting moral decline evidenced by France’s ever-increasing abortions, tripled divorce rate, a rise from 3.6% to 15% of unmarried couples living together, alcohol consumption classed among the heaviest drinkers in the world, and an unprecedented explosion of youth crime.  Joel Ministries reports that in year 2000, 50,000 women were raped in France, and adds that such statistics is not surprising once you consider that 50% of French children have seen and adult-only movie before reaching age 11.
· [Dobbelaere, K. (1993) Church involvement and secularization:  Making sense of the European case', in E. Barker, J A. Beckford and K. Dobbelaere (eds).  Secularization, rationalism and sectarism.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press.]

· www.FrenchCulture.About.com,10/10/00, ed. RR.

· http://www.laFrance2003.org/UK/index.htm
· Joel-News-International-433, 14 MARCH 2003, www.joelnews.org
· Sancton, Thomas.  "The French Connection", TIME, 12 June 2000, pp.42-52.

More evidence of a self-absorbed value system is the statistics of the 2003 death toll in France during a record heat wave when contrasted with deaths elsewhere in Europe.  According to a September issues of Time, 13,400 deaths were primarily attributed to France’s inaction and neglect of the elderly sighting its 4.6 million residents over age 75 are “ignored or forgotten, left to fend for themselves or die alone” revealing a “national habit of shutting senior citizens out of sight and mind”.  The French Red Cross adds, “"The French family structure is more dislocated than elsewhere in Europe, and prevailing social attitudes hold that once older people are closed behind their apartment doors or in nursing homes, they are someone else's problem”.  Tragically between 30% and 50% of the fatalities occurred in France’s 10,000 rest homes. (AmbassadorBriefing03-#58.txt citing by Bruce Crumley/Paris, Tom Haley for TIME - ed. RR, Sept. 1, 2003 | Vol. 162 No. 8)
· Religious neutrality, denial of moral absolutes, and pluralism of values: 
AmbassadorBriefing05-#75 provided a very insightful quote from a French commentator on the funeral of the late Pope John Paul II to exemplify the typical French avoidance of the entanglements of religion, 
For Catholics, the pope has passed into an afterlife; for agnostics, what comes next is a mystery; and for atheists, there is nothing at all after death. But what is certain is that the pope has passed into history at this moment of his death and burial.

According to a representative survey conducted on behalf of Reader's Digest Germany, 43% of all Europeans see religion as necessary to be able to distinguish between right and wrong but France was only 24%. (AmbassadorBriefing05-#74.txt cite Wolfgang Polzer, assistnews.net 2/2005)
For additional statistics based on the European Value Study, see Appendix B.
· Politics of organized religious institutions: A Washington Post article provides an analysis…
Europe's retreat from religion might reflect a reasonable weariness and wariness born of four centuries of religious wars and convulsions wrought by the political religions of fascism and communism. (http://www.townhall.com/columnists/georgewill/gw20050417.shtml)
· Failure of church to embrace contextualization and an evangelistic agenda: In a Voice of America news article, a Parisian Protestant youth pastor shares insight on the failure of both the government and the church to contextualize the gospel for French youth, but sees hope:
Martine Millet, a Protestant youth pastor in Paris, agrees Europe's Churches had failed to satisfy spiritual yearnings among the young. She also faults the French government in particular for prohibiting the study of religion in public primary schools. As a result, she adds, French youth of today face a spiritual void. The survey finds less than half of French Christian youth believe in God, or go to Church.  Still, Mrs. Millet says, some Church leaders are trying to reach young Europeans by organizing camping trips, social evenings and humanitarian trips overseas. In some cases, she says, they are succeeding. 

www.voanews.com/article.cfm?objectID=C33C5822-C072-47EB-B59DF5EB74D95AE2&title=Survey%20Finds%20Growing%20Spirituality%20in%20European%20Youth&catOID=45C9C784-88AD-11D4-A57200A0CC5EE46C
IV. Conclusion

Annecy, France: Location of TEAM France’s Administration Office

At the basin of the French Alps, lies Annecy, the capital of the southern region, the Haute-Savoie.  It is a significant and historical landmark for Roman Catholicism.  The 17th century bishop of Geneva, Francis of Sales resided in Annecy during the Reformation “due to Calvinist control of Geneva.”  He is known for his “aggressive campaigns …against the Protestants of Savoy.”  It is here that Francis is buried, “where his tomb is reputed to work miracles.  His heart was kept as a relic in Lyons, whence, during the French Revolution, it was moved to Venice, where it is venerated today.”  It is also where the body of Sainte Jeanne of Chantal (1572-1641), who founded the Order of the Visitation, is displayed.  Their sepultures are the subject of pilgrimages from all over Europe.

Yet, set in contrast, is Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, a small village with a miraculous testimony of God’s protection in the face of grave danger.  A Protestant minister persuaded the villagers to help the Jews, even though they were under constant threat from the Germans.  The people of Le Chambon along with neighboring villages worked together to shelter and protect more than 5,000 Jewish refugees during the Nazi occupation of France from 1940-1944.

TEAM France’s administration office is well situated to accommodate a growing evangelical ministry opportunity in this region.  Their Project 2010 is one of greatest focus.  Project 2010 intends to plant 10 churches in 10 cities within the Rhône-Alpes before the year 2010, a population of approximately 1 million.  This 2006 year, boasts 6 churches thus far to have been birthed from the efforts of missionaries and their supporters.  
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