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Encouragement to Persevere by Looking to Christ 
Dear Pamela,

Thank you so much for writing.  I am truly honored by your willingness to share your struggles with me and allow me the privilege to intercede on your behalf in prayer.  I pray that our Lord will enable you to persevere in your circumstances; that you will grow in greater fellowship with Him as a product of the trials; and that those who persecute you will be drawn to God through your example of faithfulness.
Thank you also for trusting me for suggestions, though you are far more equipped that you acknowledge.  You are very much an inspiration and encouragement to me.  Your faithfulness to God is so evident in the way you place your family a priority and in the manner in which you establish boundaries and retain integrity in the face of opposition.  What I will share with you is that to which I cleave – the Word of God through 1 Peter.

Regarding your work struggles, be encouraged!  There is great comfort remembering that we are not at home, but are “strangers in the world, scattered throughout” (1 Peter 1:1 NIV).  In God’s mercy, he called us from our sinful lives by introducing us to His Son, our Savior. Our hope and joy is not in the now but in the eternal.  Because we believe in the sacrificial work of Jesus and his resurrection, we have an inheritance that no one can take from us (1:3-4)
Believe me, I know how difficult it can be to endure a hostile work environment, one that does not honor the teachings of Christ but rather one that rewards competition, greed, and distorted priorities.  Such a system disables and impairs those unwilling to be manipulative and deceitful.  But also remember, we too have been enticed to play the games to get ahead for the goal of success.  If it not for the grace of God and the work of Christ, we would be no different.  Therefore because of the mercy God has shown us, we need to strive desperately to show mercy as well.  It is far easier to say than put into practice, right?
I do not know if you struggle at times the way I do with pride.  Sometimes it seems the closer I try to be Christ-like, the more I judge others for what appears to me to be their failure to do the same.  And I have far less grace and far more expectations for those professing Christ than I do toward non-believers.  But even to the non-believer I find it difficult to serve sacrificially, but yet that is what we are called to do.  God opposes the proud and gives His grace to the humble (5:5). Life is a challenging exercise, but I feel certain that if we pursue it through the lens of the Bible that the exercises will become fun challenges for growth rather than pits of despair.  
My commentary on 1 Peter suggests, “Seeing how sufferings fit into God’s larger purposes can encourage us to persevere with the proper attitude.”
  I also gain perspective when I remember what Jesus did for me.  Joni Eareckson Tada, a quadriplegic familiar with suffering, remembers Christ from her wheelchair:

…the Son of God, King of Kings, by himself crossed the chasm between divinity and humanity and walked onto earth.  His goal was to endure the thrashing due his creatures for their rebellion against his father, Jehovah.  To this day he requires suffering of all his followers, some of it intense – but only for their good, and never equaling what he himself passed through.

With that in mind, I am trying to create a motivational aid to help me exercise faith with each challenge and trial.  I would love your input as well.  I have included it.
My Perseverance Checklist
Step 1: Gain perspective.  Memorize 1 Peter 1:6-9 to remind me of the glorious outcome of suffering and the privilege to identify with Christ:
In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Step 2: Prepare my mind for action not reaction (1:13).  If I can keep my focus actively on Jesus and the grace He will bestow upon me to be my goal and reward, then I can exercise self-control and prevent emotional reactions to negative circumstances.  I prepare by reading the Bible daily, meditating on its wisdom and praying for the enabling to think eternally, from God’s perspective. 
Step 3: Do not conform but be transformed (1:14; also Romans 12:2).  I should remember that I too once lived in ignorance and am only in the process of transformation, by no means complete.  When I experience the raging of emotions that comes from slander, ridicule, unfairness and the plethora of other painful inflictions, I will force myself to pause and look inwardly at the deeper why of the reaction rather than the outward catalyst.  I will focus instead on my own sin that is bubbling to the surface as a result of the heat.  I have discovered that even my reaction is an indicator to my own will conforming to the world’s insistence on self-preservation - a lack of popularity (value placed on the world’s standard) or respect (pride) or unfairness (self-seeking rather than serving). 

Step 4: Be holy (1:15; 3:15).  To be holy is be set apart for the glory of God.  I choose to celebrate my differences, for I am uniquely made to please God, not the world.  It is my joyful privilege to serve God by embracing my work and chores.
Step 5: Purge and surge (2:1).  I will rid myself of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander.  I will surge forward in spiritual growth by meditating on Scripture and having an accountability partner.
Step 6: Respect, serve, and submit. (2:13). I want to glorify God in all I do by respecting and serving others and by submitting to every authority – even to those who are harsh.  
Step 7: Bite my tongue (2:19; 3:10).  Though I may suffer unjustly, I will be conscious of God.  I will not retaliate or make threats.  I will entrust myself to Him who judges justly.
Step 8: Bear wordless witness (3:1).  By striving to be Christ-like, others may be drawn to a relationship with God.  I will focus on character development - that of purity, reverence, and a gentle, quiet spirit. 
Step 9: Seek peace, understanding and love (3:8).  I will strive to live in harmony, to be sympathetic, compassionate and humble.  I will not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing.  I will seek peace and pursue it.  “The ground for the Christian’s goodwill to others, even our enemies, is the mercy we receive from God.”
 
Step 10: Remember Jesus (3:15).  I will remember the sacrifice of Christ which extended mercy and salvation to me.  I will remember the hope I have for blessings and eternal life.  And by remembering, I am motivated to pursue Steps 1-9 and will be prepared to respond when questioned for what reason do I seek these things.    
Final Greeting
Pamela, we need to remind each other to rest assured in the sovereignty of God.  He is in control of all things, even when from our limited perspective the evil seems to be the only victor.  We are not victims of those who inflict the cruelty but rather the recipients of God’s refining fire that will yield in us the character of Christ resulting in greater fellowship with Him.  Nothing happens that does not first past through the throne room.  It is to God we must submit and surrender to the “why” and the “unfair” by trusting Him.  Peter 5:6-7 confirms this.  Peter urges his readers to “submit to God’s working in their lives with humility and trust, as to the skillful hand of a surgeon.”
  

I love the assurance I receive from Peter’s closing in 1 Peter 5:10-11:
And the god of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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